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Sail Away!
Congratulations to Our 2024 Young Endeavour Winners! The winners 
of this year’s Young Endeavour Scheme have been announced! 
Congratulations to our four exceptional young nominees, who will 
soon embark on a life-changing, 11-day ocean voyage on a tall 
ship. This unique program not only teaches the skill of sailing but 
also challenges participants to grow their leadership, teamwork, and 
personal resilience in a truly inspiring setting.

Congratulations to our winners: Cody Parkinson, Sienna Baber, 
Nicholas Starbuck and Xena Whitby.

From 7-17 December, these outstanding young people will sail from 
Newcastle to Sydney, gaining invaluable skills as they take on new 
challenges and work as a team to navigate the seas. We can’t wait 
to hear all about your incredible experiences—go make us proud!
Supplied.

November Council Meeting 
Upper Hunter Shire Council’s Ordinary Council Meeting this week delivered 
key outcomes across several signifi cant initiatives for the community. Here 
are the highlights:

Annual Report Endorsed: Council adopted the 2023/2024 Annual Report, 
which outlines the Shire’s achievements and progress over the past year. The 
report provides a detailed account of how Council delivered key projects, 
engaged with the community, and addressed the priorities outlined in its 
Community Strategic Plan. It also includes the 2023/2024 Annual Audited 
Financial Statements, highlighting how resources were managed to maintain 
services, fund essential projects, and support the Shire’s long-term fi nancial 
health. The published documents are now available on Councils website. 

Scone Airport Development Project Progresses: Council resolved to 
proceed with completing the workshop at the Scone Airport, confi rming its 
commitment to using local suppliers and Council labour. The Bellman hangar 
was deferred to the December Council meeting to allow for the preparation 
of a more detailed budget on earthworks, with a view to also engaging local 
suppliers and labour.

After extensive discussion, Council resolved not to proceed with the leaseable 
hangars, with the decision carried unanimously following a foreshadowed 
motion. Additionally, the General Manager was delegated authority to engage 
individual local contractors within the current project budget to deliver the 
approved scope of works.

Equine Centre of Excellence Business Case Tender Awarded: In a closed 
session, Council awarded the tender for the Equine Centre of Excellence 
business case and concept design to Spedding Torres and Associates for 
$337,590. This project will explore the potential for a world-class equine 
facility, focusing on community consultation, sustainable business planning, 
and preserving equine heritage. The proposed facility could position the 
Upper Hunter as a leading destination for equestrian activities.

Supplied.

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to our Whisper Supporters 
and Advertisers!
As the year comes to a close, we want to take a moment to express our deepest 
gratitude to all of our supporters and advertisers. Your continued trust and 
partnership have been instrumental in the success of the Whisper, and we are 
honoured to have you as part of our community.

This holiday season, we celebrate the meaningful connections we’ve built together 
and look forward to another year of collaboration and growth. Your support helps 
us bring valuable news and information to our readers, and we are truly grateful 
for your commitment to our shared mission.

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful Christmas and a prosperous New Year, 
fi lled with happiness, health, and success. We look forward to continuing our 
partnership, and bringing you more stories in 2025!

Kind regards,
The Aberdeen Whisper Team
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Happy to hear from you
If you know someone in your community that has an 
interesting story to tell, who’s doing some interesting 
things - we’d love to hear about it. Chances are if you 
think it’s interesting - others will too - and we’re always 
open to ideas for stories, or features here.

Would you like your story, event or advertisement in 
The Aberdeen Whisper? Phone 02 6545 2888 or email:

Advertisements and Editorial - publications@huntervalleyprinting.com.au 
or       sconeadmin@huntervalleyprinting.com.au

Aberdeen Library
Opening Hours - Monday: closed, Tuesday: 10.00am – 2.30pm, Wednesday: 2.00pm 
– 6.00pm, Thursday: closed, Friday: 11.30am – 1.00pm & 2.00pm – 5.30pm

Weekly Activities
Storytime: Tuesdays 10.15am – 10.45am
Story and craft activities for preschool aged children.
Tech Help: Tuesdays 1pm – 2pm
Come along for a variety of tech help sessions covering help with devices, setting up/
using email accounts, internet basics and word document basics. Please call the library 
for further details.
Coding: Wednesdays 5pm – 6pm
Coding for junior members using Scratch and Python.

Fortnightly Activities
Family History Research: Fridays 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Help is available to get you started on your journey to Family History Research.
**Bookings are essential for all activities to ensure they remain COVID safe.**

Answers:
1. Ebenezer
2. Good luck 

for the year
3. 364
4. In 

Bethlehem
5. 12 – 15 

years
6. Coca-Cola
7. Hansel and 

Gretel
8. Japan
9. Darwin

Whisper Christmas Trivia 
1. In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, what was the 

fi rst name of Scrooge?

2. Traditionally, what did it mean if a coin was found in 
someone’s Christmas pudding?

3. How many gifts in total were given in “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas” song?

4. Where was baby Jesus born?

5. How long does it take to grow a real Christmas tree to 
the average height?

6. What was the fi rst company that used Santa Claus in 
advertising?

7. In the early 1800s, the fi rst gingerbread houses were 
reportedly inspired by what famous fairy tale?

8. In what country do people celebrate Christmas by 
eating chicken from KFC?

9. Because of Cyclone Tracy on Christmas Eve 1974, 
Santa never made it to which Australian city?

Business Directory

you drive it, we fix it

66-68 MacQueen Street Aberdeen
6543 7715        0413 743 955

Stephen McEwan
Lic # MVRL49939

Trading Hours Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm
Open Saturdays by appointment

Lube Service  /  Brakes
Tyres  /  Auto Electrics

Mechanical Repairs  /  Pink Slips
Air-Con Service  /  Batteries

Log Book Services
Official Dealer of Kumho Tyres

6B Wilkins St Muswellbrook

6541 1799

framinggood.com.au

FOUND LOST 
MEMORIES?

huntervalleyprinting.com.au

Pony Club
It was hot and dusty, not only from the weather 
but also from the strong competition at the 
Zone 7 Jamboree held at the Muswellbrook 
Showground early in November. This was the 
end of year Grand Final you could say for the 
non horsey people reading this article, all clubs 
within our zone competed over two days trying 
to take home the array of trophies up for grabs. This was another successful event 
hosted by Aberdeen Pony Club seeing around 80 riders attending. Well done to each 
and every rider who came along and showed what great sportsmanship and pony 
club is all about. 

The next event on our calendar is the end of year gathering and presentation to be held 
at the Denman Pool on the 8th of December. Keep an eye out on the Facebook page 
for details. The other important event is our AGM to be held the same day but in the 
evening at the Commercial Hotel Aberdeen starting at 6pm.New and old members are 
encouraged to come along put your hand up to help out and have a say about what 
you would like to see our club achieve next year. For more information check out our 
Facebook page or contact Amy 0428438108
Supplied.

Aberdeen Athletics
The weekend of 30 November & 1 December will see 5 athletes from Aberdeen 
compete in the Hunter Zone Athletics Championships on the synthetic track at the 
Maitland Regional Athletics Centre. Athletes that are participating are: Penny Brochtrup, 
Grace Partridge, Benjamin Roach, Archie Sellers-Bentley & Amelia Wadwell. Best of 
luck to each of you – remember, try your best but most of all have a good time! Ruby 
Brochtrup has been selected to be part of the NSW Team for the 2024 Australian All 
Schools Championships to be held in Brisbane 6-8 December 2024. Ruby gained her 
selection after competing in the All Schools Championships in Sydney at the end of 
September where she gained a bronze medal in the 14 years girls long jump. Ruby will 
be competing in long jump in Brisbane.

Athletics in Aberdeen is conducted during term 4 and Term 1 so there will be a break 
over Christmas and the New Year. A Safe and Merry Christmas to all our Club’s 
members, parents and supporters.

Supplied.
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This Year’s Winner - The Bees
by Doctor Dirt

Agriculture

This is our fi nal edition for 2024. I hope you all have an enjoyable 
Christmas and New Year, keep safe and be kind to each other.  In line 
with celebrations of player of the year winners in various sports and 
other individual rewards. Let’s celebrate the big stars. Voted in 2008 
by the Royal Geographical Society and other scientifi c organisations 
and I think usually the number one hit in most years ever since are 
the Bees.

Bees are invaluable vital contributors to the earth, providing honey 
and other products humanity uses. This includes food, health 
products and other materials. Bees provide free pollination to over 
250,000 fl owering plant species. This free service increases the yield 
and is vital to over 90 prime crops, fruits and vegetables. They are 
essential for fi ber crops such as cotton. Approximately 70 per cent of 
agriculture relies on these industrial insects to pollinate and produce 
higher yields.

Please remember there are over 20,000 bee species on earth. We 
are all familiar with European Honeybees, but there are so many other 
species. Australia has many different native species. Other animals, 
such as certain species of wasps, beetles, butterfl ies, possums, a 
few bat species, and a wide range of birds, assist in vital pollination 
activities. All these creatures are under threat. For bees like most 
creatures, there is a dramatic decline. This is due to a wide range of 
issues. They are in decline through pesticide usage on large scales, 
deforestation, monocultures, destruction of habitat and biodiversity, 

climate change (especially droughts, heat waves and wildfi res) and 
the reduction of fl owering plants and plants that fl ower at differing 
times of the year (in our landscapes).

In the past few years, the introduction of the Varroa Mite pest and 
its spread has placed considerable strain and fi nancial costs on 
Beekeepers. It has also caused damage/reduction to bee numbers 
and in certain circumstances prevented movement of hives to assist 
in pollination to agricultural production areas. I do not want to go into 
details on this mite in this article.  I suggest you seek information and 
talk to the Government Teams combatting the Varron Mite. If you 
wish, please read BeeAware Website and talk to Biosecurity experts.

So how can we individually help? Beaware of impacts, frugal 
application, and look at alternatives to the usage of insecticides. 
In your gardens and farms, value fl owering plants, select a range 
of species that will fl ower at different times. I prefer the inclusion of 
a range of native plants, this will assist both European and Native 
Bees and a range of native fauna. I have several bee/bug hotels in my 
garden. These will provide homes and breeding sites. I have several 
insects including bees and wasps that pollinate our plants.

A big thank you to the Warrior Disability Service staff, parents 
and participants for delivering your Whisper. The service offers 
people with disabilities choices through group activities, one-
to-one support, and in-home support. NDIS registered. Sally 
Pereira is the Director of Participant Services. The offi ce is 
situated at Shop 12 Brook Street Plaza, Muswellbrook, 0432 
680 936.

Since 1958, the Muswellbrook Art Prize has developed into one of the most valuable 
painting prizes in regional Australia. Finalists compete for a total of $70,000 across 
three categories: $50,000 for Painting, $10,000 for Works on Paper, and $10,000 
for Ceramics, all acquisitive. 

Key Dates

• Entries Open – 11 November 2024

• Entries Close – midnight 7 February 2025

• Finalists Announced – 21 February 2025

• Exhibition Launch Event and Announcement of Winners – 29 March 2025

• Exhibition Dates – 27 March – 24 May 2025

Along with Muswellbrook Shire Council, who since 1958 has acted as sponsor 
and administrator of the Muswellbrook Art Prize, Bengalla Mining Company has 
generously sponsored the Prize for three decades, their commitment ensuring the 
development of the Muswellbrook Shire Art Collection.

Art Prize Entries Now Open!

ABC Insect of the Year, the Blue Banded Bee
European Honeybee 

introduced to Australia 
over 190 years ago
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Darrel Croft Memorial Shield ‘Most Likely to 
Succeed’ - Theo Ballard Club Person of the Year - Di Miller

The arrival of the warm weather in the Upper Hunter 
reminds us that Christmas is almost upon us. It’s less than 
a month away now! The school year draws to a close and 
many people’s thoughts focus on a chance for some rest 
and recreation. There’s opportunity to think about the year 
ahead, to set new challenges and goals and, perhaps, to 
continue developing positive relationships. No matter how 
you celebrate, may this Christmas be an opportunity to 
appreciate the beauty in everyday life and also a chance to 
spread warmth and understanding to others.

However, Christmas may not be as broadly ‘joyous’ as some 
may think. For many, the season can be a time of isolation 
and loneliness. There are many people who live amongst 
us who will struggle to celebrate the season. If you know 
someone for whom this is true, why not invite them into your 
home, (not necessarily on Christmas day), to share some of 
the joy and ‘glad tidings’.

No matter what you believe, at the heart of Christmas is a 
person. A bit over two thousand years ago a baby arrived 
in circumstances of extraordinary humility, in an unimportant 
town in an out-of-the-way corner of the then mighty Roman 
Empire. This child, named Jesus, (meaning ‘God Saves’) had 
long been promised to the people of the day. Arriving into 
a broken world this child would demonstrate God’s grace 
poured out in a most unexpected way. He would show that 
true joy does not come from what we have, but from the love 
we share and the hope we place in him.

May you and all those who are close to you have a wonderful 
Christmas season and may 2025 bring you all that you desire.

Supplied - Earle Shields

Christmas Message

Was this the Hook that caught the 
award winning fi sh at the 1958 
Glenbawn Fishing Classic?

For more than a year the Anchor 
(pictured) held pride and place  
in Taylor Park without a plague 
indicating its origin. In that time it has 
intrigued  many a passer by. There 
was speculation that the anchor was 
from  Captain Cook’s Endeavour, 
partly due to the naming of the  
“Captain Cook” amenities block. 
(Opened in 1970)Another wild piece 
of speculation was that it was the 
hook that snared the award winning 
fi sh in the 1958 Glenbawn Fishing 
Classic.

Recently a plague was installed indicating that the anchor was to commemorate 
the Bi-Centenary  1788-1988, The Landing  of Governor Phillip and The First 
Fleet’s eleven ships, 26th January 1788. It’s not certain the Anchor is off one of 
the First Fleet ships but one local resident says folk lore says it was. The show 
piece enhances Taylor Park’s beauty and storyline of the district’s past. Much of  
Its current picturesque state can be attributed to a $100,000 dollar donation from 
Anglo America (Drayton Coal).

The Park’s early history tells a story of community spirit, as reported in the Scone 
Advocate of Tuesday November 24, 1970.

Classic 
Winning Hook?
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Authorised by Dave Layzell MP, 
20 Bridge Street, 
Muswellbrook NSW 2333   
Funded using Parliamentary 
entitlements.

To: The Upper Hunter Electorate

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a safe, happy start to 2025.

From: Dave Layzell MP Member 
for Upper Hunter Dave Layzell MP

MEMBER FOR UPPER HUNTER

Aberdeen Rugby League Club received  an overwhelming response to assist with 
the running of the club in 2025.

The annual general meeting elected the following to lead the club into and through 
next season:

Next committee meeting is on the 8th December, 10am at the Sports and 
Recreation Club. 

Supplied.

Committee

President - Jhi Tanner
Vice president - Liam Fitzsimmons
Secretary- Anna Fenton
Treasurer - Jeanette Fitzsimmons
Public Offi cer - Anna Fenton
Club Patron - Sue Milton
Registrar - Anna Fenton
Sponsorship coordinator- Jhi Tanner 
and Daph Tanner

Secondary Roles

Compliance Offi cer - Tori Newman
Licensee - Anna Fenton
Canteen Manager - WE ARE 
SEARCHING FOR!!
Offi cial table/timekeeper - Jacob 
Dallah
Media manger - Jacob Dallah/Bronte 
Baker

Coaches

1st Grade - Uiti Baker
Assistant Coach - David Dever
Manager - Tori Newman

Reserve Grade - Sam Fitzsimmons
Assistant Coach -
Manger - Liam Fitzsimmons

Ladies tackle/tag - Albert Albury
Assistant coach - Caitlin Albury/
Andrew Burton
Manager - Daph Tanner

Under 18s - A combined coaching 
staff of:
James Drayton
Frazer Evans
Lawson Enosa
Josh Halliwell

Aberdeen Rugby Update
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The Latest on Vets Golf
RON SHUTTLEWORTH WINS JACK WHITE TROPHY
There was a good field for the Final for the Vet’s Jack White Trophy at 
Aberdeen Golf Club on Tuesday, Nov 26. Thank you to Paul Constable 
for doing the shotgun start, to Chris Constable for printing off the results 
sheet and to Bob Minch and Pam Minch for handling the finances.

The winner of the Jack White Trophy for 2024 is Ron Shuttleworth with 
nett 70. Congratulations for a great golfing year.The overall winner for 
the stroke event was Will Coward with nett 69 from Ron Shuttleworth 
second 70, third Brian Harshman 72, Red Palmer fourth 73 and fifth 
Ross Banks 73 C/B.  

Balls went to John Adams 73, Dave Perfrement 74, and on 75 Terry 
Mitchell, Graham Turvey, Steve McGhie and Steve Nowland. The 
putting wine was won by Brian Dever (C/B) with 27 putts.   Best Scratch 
Score: Ross Banks 78 off the stick.

Nearest the Pins;- 4th Paul Constable 7th Ross Banks 9th Paul 
Constable 16th Will Coward  13th Steve McGhie  18th Steve McGhie

FUTURE GAMES:
• On Dec 3, Stfd at Mbk Xmas prizes (Please book-in with the 

Proshop)

• Dec 10, Stfd at Denman Xmas prizes
• Dec 17, at Aberdeen Xmas prizes (please book-in with Lindsay 

Hodge or Charlie Wintle)
• Dec 24, Stfd at Scone Xmas prizes
• Dec 31, Stfd at Murrurundi
• Our Presentation Dinner will take place on Wednesday, December 

11, 6pm for 6.30pm at Aberdeen Sport and Recreation Club, 
Cost: $10; please pay Treasurer Bob Minch.

Shotgun starts by 8.00am. (NB Earlier start time for daylight saving 
months)
Supplied.

President of the Vets Paul Gorman 
(left) congratulates Will Coward on 
his win with nett 69 at Aberdeen 

Golf Club on Nov 26

President Paul Gorman 
congratulates the winner of the Jack 
White Trophy, Ron Shuttleworth, at 

Aberdeen Golf Club on Nov 26

Aberdeen Public School
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY MORNING TEA 
We recently hosted the 2025 Grandparents’ Day morning tea. It was 
wonderful to have so many grandies in the school all at once. After 
enjoying a picnic, families enjoyed games in the playground before 
reading together. I know this day meant a lot to the grandies and it’s fair 
to say, that the students and staff loved it too. Thank you so much to all 
our grandparents and special people who made this year’s event very 
special. Much gratitude to Audrey M. for catering.

ZOOPER DOOPER DAY
Our Zooper Dooper Day was a success with students enjoying 
173 ice blocks and raising $173.00 for the Lions Club Childhood 
Cancer Research Foundation! Thank you to all our dads, stepdads, 
grandfathers, uncles, teachers and other special people who have 
participated in the school’s Fathering Project this year. The best activity 
may have been saved for last so we didn’t let a little hail storm stop us at 
APS. Thanks to Mrs Pennell, Miss Hewitt, Miss Regan and Mr Ramage 
for organising ‘Aberdeen’s Amazing Race’ and also to ex-student 
Kash and the Scone High School B.A.L.L.E.R.S for your support and 
assistance. To be fair, it turned out as a race against the weather rather 
than the other teams, but it was a great afternoon.

THE FAIRYTALE BALL
On Wednesday 6th November members of the K-2 Kingdom attended 
the Fairytale Ball. After preparing some delicious treats to be shared, 
students enjoyed dancing, playing games and showing off their 
wonderful and glamorous costumes during the Ball. Students then filled 
their tummies with a feast fit for a king. 

A huge thank you to Aberdeen Public School P&C for covering the 
cost of the Fairytale Ball, making it free for students and also to those 
who helped to decorate the kingdom and prepare the feast. A royal 
acknowledgment of gratitude is extended to our K-2 staff for organising 
this event and creating wonderful memories with their students.
  
Thank you to our hard-working P&C for securing sponsorship for both 
our K-1 and 2-6 Swimming Lessons.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR P&C CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
WINNERS
1st - Aby T., 2nd - Alana Mc., 3rd - Tom B., 4th - Private, 5th - Aby T., 
6th - Rebecca H., 7th - Roxanne S., 8th – Private

In planning for 2025 classes, we ask that any families who won’t be 
returning in 2025 please notify the office as soon as possible. 

If you know of any new families who may be considering Aberdeen 
PS in 2025, please ask them to contact the office on 02 6543 7271 to 
provide student details or complete an online enrolment form. Out of 
area enrolments will be considered for certain grades.

All of us at APS would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year and cannot wait to see all our students return on 
Thursday 6th February 2025.
Supplied.
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